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Digital and sustainable future 
for the packaging industry

“ BOBST intends to make a 
concrete commitment to the 
sustainable transformation of 
the packaging industry.”

BOBST intends to make a concrete commitment to 
the sustainable transformation of the packaging industry. 
In spring 2020, we unveiled our vision of the future of the 
packaging world, which integrates all players in the sector 
within the value chain and is based on four pillars: 
Connectivity, Digitalization, Automation and Sustainability.

A new sustainable development strategy, based on a 
materiality study carried out with our employees and 
stakeholders, will anchor this approach in our company 
to allow everyone to build a better future for all!

The health and economic impact of the Covid-19 pandemic has 
had unprecedented repercussions on the lives of communities 
and individuals. Containment and social distancing in 2020 have 
also accelerated businesses’ transformation. In a few months, 
they have integrated teleworking and digital communication into 
their operations. After the cancellation of the industrial fairs, BOBST 
developed and launched virtual exhibitions for its customers. This 
formula is very interesting as it overall generates a much smaller 
carbon footprint than that of a traditional event.

With 65% recycled packaging by 2025, the European 
“circular economy” package sets an ambitious sustainable 
development goal for converters. Achieving it will require 
equipment that uses ever less inks, consumables and energy as 
well as recyclable and biodegradable substrates. These are areas 
where BOBST and its partners are increasing investments and 
innovations, particularly in plastic substitutes, the raw material  
for flexible packaging.
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ˍ   The road to 
sustainability

Expanding
perspectives



ˍ  Boosting 
sustainability

Equipment  
and services

Connectivity
Digitalization
Automation
Sustainability

Why BOBST is taking the road to sustainability?

Social and environmental issues are at the heart 
of customer concerns. By ripple effects the pressures 
for more sustainability are spreading throughout 
the entire value chain of the packaging industry. 

Furthermore, the sensitivity of BOBST employees 
has drastically increased and there is a strong 
interest in moving forward on these issues.

The road to sustainability

“We need to take innovation and  
sustainability not only at machine 
level, but also beyond the machines, 
to HR, logistics, supply chain, …”

Upendra Deglurkar, Bobst India
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How will BOBST be building its path 
to sustainability?
By building on the last 20 years during  
which BOBST has undertaken work related  
to sustainability, since its first report on  
the subject in 2000.

By unifying and federating key people 
around sustainability internally and  
externally, using a participatory process to 
identify and prioritize sustainability-related 
topics of importance to BOBST’s business.

By using approved working methodologies 
such as ISO 14040 for the life cycle 
assessment and the GRI (Global Reporting 
Initiative) reporting framework for materiality 
assessment. 

Materiality assessment
To identify, refine, and assess numerous 
potential environmental, social and 
governance issues, a materiality assessment 
that could affect business and stakeholders 
was performed in 2020.

During this process more than 100 employees 
were consulted face-to-face, together  
with Group Executive Committee and Board 
of Directors members, as well as 25 key 
industry stakeholders including associations, 
converters and brand owners.
 
Methodological recommendations of the 
GRI  were followed as a framework for this 
analysis. 

Sustainability has moved from being a  
good-to-have argument to be an essential 
pillar in business decisions. 

In order to consolidate previous works and 
ongoing work into a common vision of  
sustainability the Group has developed a 
corporate vision including sustainability  
that will reinforce BOBST’s position as a leader 
in the industry regarding stakeholders.

The road to sustainability
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Our wish is to be exemplary beyond  
BOBST’s sole operationsPrinciples

The road to sustainability

There is an inverse relationship 
between BOBST’s scope of action and 
the sustainability impact of packaging 
in general. The highest impact occurs 
downstream in the value chain, where 
BOBST has little leverage.

Fact: The carbon emissions generated by 
the production (including transport and raw 
material sourcing) of a BOBST machine such 
as an EXPERTCUT amount to less than 5% 
of its overall life-cycle emissions. The largest 
fraction of the carbon footprint of a BOBST 

machine occurs during the use phase on  
the converter’s premises.

The sustainability impact of BOBST’s 
equipment is important compared to 
the impact of BOBST’s operations.

Fact: Packaging is the largest end-use 
market segment accounting for just over 
40% of total plastic usage, and the dominant 
generator of plastic waste. Packaging can 
often be found in ocean plastic pollution.

Although BOBST has less scope for 
action downstream from its own 
activities, the Group commits to do 
its bit where it can. 

Fact: BOBST has the highest level of 
influence over its own operations. It has 
a lower level of influence about the use 
of its machines by its customers, and even 
lower influence on the fate of the packaging 
end-product.

Packaging use 
& end-of-life

BOBST operations BOBST equipment

Sustainability  
impact

BOBST’s scope  
of action
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Roadmap
The road to sustainability

2020 2021 2022 2025

First packaging MASTERCLASS: 
providing brand owners  
with insights about the future  
of packaging production, 
including sustainability.

Announce objectives 
& KPIs until 2025

Fix objectives and  
KPIs until 2025

Sustainability report with 
materiality assessment

BOBST carbon  
accounting

Machine sustainability 
impact fact sheet

Development and market launch of  
the MASTER DM5, oneECG, iQ500, ...

Participation to CEFLEX’s goal to make 
all flexible packaging in Europe circular by 
2025 by contributing with a new generation 
of polymers to achieve mono-material 
substrates designed for recyclability.

CO2

Set-up the Group  
sustainability strategy

Sustainability 2030
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ˍ  Sustainable  
development 
report

Investing in
sustainability



Objectives

ˍ  Making  
a difference
Solidarity with Lebanese families
In August 2020, a devastating explosion severely damaged 
the Port of Beirut, the capital of Lebanon. The disaster 
caused many casualties, thousands of injuries and left more 
than 300 000 people homeless, among them many families. 

To help the population on site that is struggling with poverty 
and for survival since the tragedy, BOBST launched a Groupwide 
solidarity action at Christmas time. In partnership with Volunteers 
Together, a Lebanese non-governmental organization supporting 
underprivileged families, the charity action took place from 
December 4 to 17, 2020. The donations collected in each local 
entity of the Group reached CHF 41 514.–. This amount was 
doubled by BOBST.

Sustainable 
development  
report 2020

 > Editorial

 > Expanding 
perspectives

 > Objectives

 > Education

 > Infrastructure

 > Reduced  
inequalities

 > Sustainable cities

 > Responsible  
consumption

 > Dashboard

Bobst Group SA
Page 9

Print responsibly



BOBST’s sustainable development objectives

Our 2020 actions at a glance
To offer training opportunities to young 
people in Brazil and help children in Poland  
by promoting the development of their 
talents and their access to computers.  
> Page 11

To reduce our carbon footprint by 30 times  
by replacing our participation in trade shows 
with virtual online events.  
> Page 12

To engage with local communities, 
like in Brno, Czech Republic. 
> Page 16

To support the children of the Foundation 
for the Blind in Thailand. 
> Page 15

To integrate the requirements of sustainable 
development into our innovations: water-
based inks, greener production solutions, 
elimination of plastic using substrates made 
from recyclable materials. 
> Page 17

BOBST 
dashboards

2020

To continuously improve our environmental 
performance as well as the health and safety at 
work of our employees: BOBST has reduced its 
waste by 29%, its water consumption by 11% 
and the number of occupational accidents by 
8%. More than 10% of the electricity consumed 
by the Group is of photovoltaic origin. 
> Page 26
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Offering training opportunities 
to young people in Brazil
Bobst Latino America do Sul pursued its collaboration 
with two local occupational training organizations.

The National Industrial Apprenticeship Service (SENAI), 
a non-profit-making educational institution, is for 
young people between the ages of 14 and 24, five of 
whom trained as mechanics and electricians at 
BOBST in 2020.

APAMI (Associação de Patrulheiros Mirins de 
Itatiba), which supervises and prepares job-seeking 
adolescents, placed two candidates with the local 
Brazilian entity in 2020.

BOBST also took in six interns from university courses 
in partnership with the School-Company Integration 
Center (CIEE).

Goal 4:
Ensure inclusive 
and equitable 
quality education 
and promote 
lifelong learning 
opportunities 
for all
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Assisting children in Poland

Virtual events to reduce 
the environmental footprint

For the third year in a row Bobst Polska has 
collaborated with the Children’s Friends Association  
of Łódź (Towarzystwo Przyjaciół Dzieci), that supports 
children who are living in a difficult social or family 
environment, with warm meals, a safe place to stay 
and the care they need.

The association plays a vital role as a community 
center where the children can count on some support 
in learning and developing their interests. 

This year, due to the COVID-19 difficult times and 
the fact of school kids not having access to 
computers nor Internet from home, Bobst Polska 
provided several PCs and financed thematic 
workshops for the talented children who expressed 
their interest in different areas.

Goal 9:
Build resilient 
infrastructure, 
promote inclusive 
and sustainable 
industrialization and 
foster innovation

Essential industry tools for sales, marketing and 
communications, events, conferences and exhibitions 
have grown in number by more than 20% over  
the past decade. In 2018, the 2 670 fairs organized  
in continental Europe attracted more than  
735 500 exhibitors and 75.4 million visitors. However, 
holding a trade show has a considerable impact 
on the environment: travel, overnight stays,  
meals, transport of equipment, lighting of stands, 
etc., consume a lot of energy and resources,  
and are responsible for a large volume of greenhouse  
gas emissions.

Travel accounts for 
up to 96.3% of an 
event’s total carbon 
footprint 
(Hischier and Hilty, 2002)
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Italian researchers (Toniolo et al. 2017) used life  
cycle analysis to calculate the carbon footprint 
associated with the organization of an industrial 
event. Transportation, stay and accommodation 
of 120 exhibitors in an 11 600 m2 hall can generate 
more than 1 974 tons of CO2 equivalent per day.  
The stand set-up, lighting and heating of exhibition 
areas alone represent 75.5 tons of CO2 equivalent.

Organizing virtual events could significantly 
reduce CO2 emissions. Thanks to an Internet 
connection, new information and communication 
technologies allow exhibitors and their visitors 
to meet in a virtual exhibition space. In addition, 
running professional events online has an 
environmental impact more than 30 times lower 

A one-way flight 
from Zurich to 
New York (USA) 
in economy class 
generates one ton 
of CO2 equivalent 
(MyClimate)
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The carbon impact 
of a virtual event is 
more than 30 times 
lower than that of a 
physical event

than that of a physical event. This is shown by a 
study carried out in 2018 (Belkhir and Elmeligi) on 
the carbon footprint of electronic devices (computer, 
smartphone and digital tablet) in computer centers 
and networks: a virtual exhibition bringing together 
120 exhibitors and 11 734 visitors would generate 
around 58.67 tons of CO2 equivalent per day.

For BOBST, the Covid-19 pandemic provided an 
opportunity to accelerate the development of 
alternatives to the organization of physical events.  
As part of its vision for the packaging industry, 
BOBST has launched innovative communication tools 
to interact more effectively with customers and 
prospects while reducing its environmental footprint. 
The opening of benchmark websites and the 
virtualization of the customer experience via live 
streaming demonstrations allow BOBST to  
present its products, solutions and services all over 
the world with fewer constraints of movement.
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Bobst Thailand sponsors the 
Foundation for the Blind
In January 2020, employees of Bobst Thailand visited 
the Foundation for the Blind in Thailand in Bangkok, 
which is under the patronage of the queen of Thailand. 
The foundation hosts approximately 120 blind 
children who attend the on-site primary school, and 
another 100 who go to secondary school or university 
accompanied by non-blind persons. All students live 
on the campus.

During its visit, BOBST brought food, provided school 
supplies, and made a cash donation to help the 
foundation purchase musical instruments for its 
students. Bobst Thailand was able to see the facilities, 

classrooms and the proposed teaching. The young 
children have a curriculum, including various braille 
reading and writing lessons, as well as musical and 
sports activities. In one classroom the teacher, himself 
blind, was explaining the alphabet and numbers in 
braille to the youngsters.

Seeing these young children learn various disciplines 
so that they can integrate into society despite their 
disability is a moving experience.

Bobst Thailand foresees to continue to support this 
foundation in the future.

Goal 10:
Reduce inequality 
within and among 
countries
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Cooperation with the children’s 
SOS village
For the third year in a row, Bobst Central Europe employees have dedicated their time to working and 
cooperating with the city of Brno in Czech Republic – especially in the Medlánky district and at the children’s 
SOS village. This year, the local entity contributed to the preparatory work for the construction of a pétanque 
court (for a form of boules) as well as to landscaping, gardening and moving furniture. 

Bobst Central Europe values its cooperation with the local community and will strive to continue it in the 
future. The willingness of BOBST employees to put their hands to work despite the pandemic situation  
is greatly appreciated.

Goal 11:
Make cities and 
human settlements 
inclusive, safe, 
resilient and 
sustainable
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Planting trees in Poland

Water-based inks: a sustainable 
alternative to solvents

The employees of Bobst Polska, in collaboration 
with Synergia Hub, the owners of the Polish local 
entity’s building, took part in the EKOpakt project in 
September 2020. They planted ten acacia trees along 
one of the main arteries of the city center of Łódź. 
Their initiative supports the local community strategy 
to maintain greenery in the urban space and to do  
a good deed for the planet.

With its low ink and solvent usage, the water-based 
ink printing technology is recognized as one of 
the most economical and the most feasible for the 
flexible packaging industry, as it reduces Volatile 
Organic Compounds (VOCs) emissions at source.

In 2020, the site of BOBST in Changzhou, China, 
developed this technology. In collaboration 
with Printing and Printing Equipment Industries 
Association of China (PEIAC), it focused strongly  
on continuously improving the process and quality  
of water-based ink printing. 

Goal 12:
Ensure sustainable 
consumption and 
production patterns
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This is the first time ever that a Chinese national 
association has awarded such a distinction to  
a company. This recognition provides the printing 
industry with a new platform for the research, 
development, promotion, application and training 
in alternative technologies to VOCs. It also opens  
the door to joint research into greener solutions, 
that will allow the entire industry to reap the 
benefits of more sustainable printing methods. 

This technology is now available for the new RS 3.0 
PLUS BOBST gravure printing press, with which 
alcohol consumption can be reduced to less than 
30% compared with traditional solvent-based inks.

PEIAC recognized the contribution and commitment 
of BOBST to sustainability on 4 December 2020, by 
awarding the Chinese site as “Demonstration Center 
for Source Replacement Technology Application 
Demonstration and Training Base”. 
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MASTER DM5
In Italy, Bobst Firenze has always been at the forefront 
of research, development and introduction of new 
technologies and innovative techniques that allow, 
among others, energy saving, color optimization and 
reduction of waste.

The MASTER DM5 digital press is a good example 
as it introduces new possibilities and can produce, 
on its own, multi-process labels, either in short or 
long runs. There is no need to have two separate 
machines for producing labels anymore: this All-in-
One and All-Inline press does it all, reducing electricity 
consumption by 30%. 

Each of its modules is digitally automated for  
on-the-fly non-stop job changes, making set-up time 
effective within 5 minutes (compared to 45 minutes 
on average for a standard flexo machine). 

Profitability for the owner is increased, while 
substrates waste is reduced to approximately  
20 meters (compared to 150 meters with a  
standard flexo machine).

Special attention was given to the size of the machine 
during its design, resulting in a compact line with a 
reduced factory footprint of 13% compared with two 
separate machines as before.

The MASTER DM5 was granted an award by 
the European Digital Press Association (EDP) in 
December, being named the best combined label  
and flexible packaging printer of 2020.
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From disposable to reusable
In Switzerland, Bobst Mex reduced its environmental 
impact by 11.5 tons of CO2 equivalent, by replacing 
single-use plastic cups with reusable containers. This 
initiative represents a carbon saving equivalent to  
the exhaust gases emitted by a car traveling 83 500 km, 
or more than twice around the earth!

This success is due to the introduction into circulation 
of approximately 40 000 units of these new containers. 
Employees use the same cup several times before 
placing it in collectors managed by a company 
specializing in the rental of washable plastic dishes.
In 2019, the Mex site consumed 480 000 single-use 

plastic cups, i.e. 260 000 in meeting and training 
rooms as well as for water dispensing fountains,  
and 220 000 for beverage machines. BOBST has set 
the goal of eliminating by 2021 all disposable cups  
in the catering facilities it provides and maintains at 
its Mex site.
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BOBST supports market gardening 
at the Mex site
La Ferme du Goupil, a local contract farming collective, has set up shop on the BOBST site in Mex, Switzerland. At the 
start of this initiative, three young agricultural engineers who had graduated from the Geneva University of Landscape, 
Engineering and Architecture (HEPIA), set themselves the objective of arranging and operating a vegetable garden  
of 11 000 m2 as well as an orchard of 1 000 m2 on a plot near the company restaurant.

The products, cultivated according to the standards of the Bio Suisse label, will be offered to Bobst Mex staff. 
In return for taking out a subscription, interested employees will receive a basket of fruits and vegetables each week. 
This formula, that guarantees a decent salary to agricultural workers throughout the year, shortens the distribution 
circuit between producers and consumers, and contributes to a more responsible use of resources. In addition, site 
employees will be able to follow the development of crops, collect their baskets from their workplace, and even get 
involved in the project by participating in half-days of activities in the fields.
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BOBST collaborates in circular 
economy drive for packaging
BOBST is working closely with packaging-
oriented partners across the range of raw 
materials, conversion, usage and final disposal/
recycling, to develop new materials and 
techniques to minimize environmental impact. 
A growing list of both major and small brands 
are committed to replacing single-use packaging 
with alternatives that are reusable, recyclable or 
compostable materials, with the goal of achieving  
“circular economy” for packaging as early as 2025. 
Recyclability of flexible packaging is particularly aided 
by a switch to mono-materials and de-layering,  
with some products already reaching retail shelves.

However, the infrastructures and procedures to 
collect, sort and reprocess this packaging after 
use are lagging behind in some global territories, 
especially for post-consumer waste.

As a machinery manufacturer BOBST is now 
collaborating with its “customers’ suppliers” and its 
“customers’ customers” up and down the entire  
value chain, something rarely experienced before in 
the packaging sector. 

Technical issues such as barrier layers, strength, 
durability and printability are being solved. BOBST 
is particularly active in working with technical 
partners including machine manufacturers (Brückner 
Maschinenbau, Elba and Hosokawa Alpine), raw 

Mono-material PE  
laminate pouches

material producers (Dow Chemical, Michelman, 
Mitsui Chemicals, Sun Chemical and Siegwerk), 
film producers (Danaflex, Indopoly Swakarsa Industry, 
Taghleef Industries and Uflex) and converters 
(Constantia Flexibles) on such material developments. 
The site of BOBST in Manchester, United 
Kingdom, has been established as a center 
of excellence for high barrier films and it has 
worked with Manchester Metropolitan University 
on metallization projects. 

Since 2019 BOBST has been a member of the 
Circular Economy for Flexible Packaging (CEFLEX) 
initiative, a collaboration of over 160 European 
companies, associations and organizations 
representing the entire value chain of flexible 

 

Packaging use
& end-of-life
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Workstream 6 (Facilitating technologies). BOBST is 
also very active in the taskforce “Application rPP – 
Pouch” in Workstream 3 (Sustainable end markets), 
where it is working to develop printable mono-
material metallized and laminated pouches from 
BOPP film with recycled content (rBOPP). This aims to 
prove that recycled polypropylene (rPP) can be used 
for certain non-food packaging applications. 
Test quantities of the film have been produced by 
Taghleef Industries using rPP pellets. These were 
sourced from trials performed by CEFLEX using the 
Quality Recycling Process to obtain rPP from flexible 
packaging post-consumer recycled polymer. The film 
has been metallized by BOBST in Manchester and 
sent to the site of BOBST in San Giorgio de Monferrato, 
Italy, for lamination. Next it will be printed at the site 
of BOBST in Bielefeld, Germany, and finally made into 
pouches by its partner company Elba. 

In August 2020, Dr Carolin Struller, Senior Research 
Scientist and Sustainability Ambassador at Bobst 
Manchester, was confirmed in her application for 
a Future Leaders Fellowship by the government-
sponsored UK Research and Innovation body. The 
Fellowship is intended to allow universities and 
businesses to develop their most talented early 
career researchers and innovators. Dr Struller’s 
Fellowship will last for four years and will fund and 
support her work within BOBST on a portfolio of 
interlinked projects under the umbrella theme of 
sustainability, including working on mono-material 
solutions, paper/fiber-based solutions, biodegradable 
and compostable solutions. The intention is that 
these will be products that go to market. 

“The Fellowship will cover work starting in 2021 
and the four years will coincide exactly with the 

packaging. A circular economy for packaging means 
establishing whole-lifecycle methods and processes 
for reducing waste as much as possible, ideally to 
zero but if not to minimize the environmental impact 
of any remaining waste, for instance by using 
compostable materials. One definition of its goals is 
called the 3Rs: reduce, reuse, recycle. 

CEFLEX aims to make all uses of flexible 
packaging in Europe “circular” by 2025. This 
includes collection of all flexible packaging, with over 
80% of the recycled materials channeled into valuable 
new markets and applications to substitute them for 
virgin materials. It means establishing or extending 
the collection, sorting and reprocessing infrastructure 
and economy for post-consumer flexible packaging 
across Europe. 

Within CEFLEX BOBST is a member of two of the 
seven Workstreams: Workstream 1 (Design Guidelines 
for mono-materials PP and PE) and Workstream 2 
(Understanding the market). It is also an observer on 
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Since then BOBST has extended these concepts 
to what it calls “Hero Samples GEN 2”, still with  
a big focus on recyclable mono-material solutions, 
but also taking in compostable/biodegradable  
and paper/fiber based flexible barrier solutions, as 
well as the processing of films (rPP and rPE) produced 
with recycled content (post-consumer resins). These 
are particularly relevant to the CEFLEX projects.  
The 2025 target for achieving a circular economy 
of flexible packaging in Europe is certainly 
ambitious, but most parties are confident that it 
is achievable. BOBST is playing a full role in working 
with its partners to help them reach this goal.

2025 target of global brands, retailers and packaging 
producers to achieve 100% reusable, recyclable and 
compostable packaging”, said Dr Struller. 

Part of the project is also working on the 
development of a new high-speed clear barrier 
process. Prior to that the site of Manchester 
and Dr Struller had already been working with 
Manchester Metropolitan University plus Bobst 
Italia in San Giorgio de Monferrato and other 
industry partners, to develop a new production 
process for vacuum metallized films intended for 
flexible packaging applications. 

Further work by BOBST and a range of partners saw 
the demonstration of new high-barrier pouches 
made from recyclable mono-materials at the K Show 
2019 in Düsseldorf, Germany. BOBST called these 
“Hero Samples GEN 1”, including recyclable PP and 
PE based standard “non-engineered” films but also 
“engineered films” with special co-extruded skin 
layers. At K in 2019 it demonstrated three different 
shapes of pouches. 

Through industry partnerships, 
mono-material barrier film 
substrates offering realistic 
possibilities for recyclable 
packaging have been created
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New ACCUCHECK 

Providing equipment, services and solutions that 
help customers manufacture packaging in the 
most productive and sustainable way has always 
been at the heart of BOBST’s concerns. Based on 
Automation and Digitalization, the two pillars of 
the Group’s vision, the New ACCUCHECK has been 
designed to meet customers’ increasing needs to 
produce zero-fault packaging.

This is a 100% inline quality control system checking 
print quality, color consistency, text conformity, 
embellishment and registration of every package 
throughout the production process. It filters and 
automatically ejects defective boxes with any spots, 
missing prints, text errors or misregistration and 

provides real peace of mind to customers, ensuring 
compliance with industry standards. Inspection 
parameters can be saved and recalled, with repeat 
orders set within seconds.

The New ACCUCHECK decreases waste up to 20% and 
improves quality of the final product. It ensures brand 
conformity, reduces production costs and generates  
a better management of unforeseen events.

Zero-fault packaging is indeed becoming a reality.
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BOBST 
dashboards

2020

CO2 energy emissions
kg CO2 per m2 floor area

Waste
tonnes per 1 000 productive hours
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25.62 25.00 22.26 21.63 23.44
0
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4
2016 2017 2018 2019 2020

3.10 2.92 3.01 2.71 3.08

The Group’s total emissions fell by more than 5% in 
2020. This reduction is not directly linked to the 
coronavirus crisis: the spring confinement occurred 
during a period requiring little heating and the 
temperature of the premises was maintained, despite 
the teleworking measures adopted in most local 
entities at the end of the year. The Bron, France, 
and San Giorgio Monferrato, Italy, sites recorded the 
largest reductions in CO2 emissions, demonstrating 
the energy performance of their new buildings. 
In Brazil, the commissioning of our new premises led 
to a reduction of more than 14% in the surface area 
used, i.e. a reduction of more than 64 000 m2 taken 
into account for the calculation of this indicator. 
As CO2 energy emissions from the Brazilian site 
represent less than 1% of those of the Group, this 
reduction in surface area has a negative impact on 
the indicator presented here.

As with the electricity consumption related to 
productive hours (see table on the page 27), the 
increase in this indicator in 2020 is explained by 
the impact of Covid-19 as well as the correction of 
productive hours at the Bielefeld site. However, these 
two factors make the comparison with previous years 
complex. In absolute value, the tonnage of waste 
generated within the Group is down by more than 
29%, even after the relocation of our site from Brazil. 
Around 65% of the waste produced by the Group is 
recycled (metals, paper, cardboard, wood).
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8

Electrical energy
MWh per 1 000 productive hours

Electrical energy
MWh per 1 000 employees

0

16
2016 2017 2018 2019 2020

11.96 11.28 11.12 11.51 15.68
0

3 000

6 000
2015 2016 2017 2018 2019

5 972 6 011 5 512 5 253 5 191

*The Covid-19 pandemic is responsible for 
a significant reduction in the number of 
productive hours at all of our industrial sites. 
In addition, we had to correct those at our site in 
Bielefeld which were overvalued in the past. These 
two elements explain the strong growth of this 
indicator in 2020. Despite the decrease in productive 
hours linked to the pandemic, energy-intensive 
installations such as data centers continued to 
operate at full capacity. In absolute value, electricity 
consumption linked to production has nevertheless 
fallen by more than 6%.

*

The Group’s total electricity consumption is down by 
around 8% in 2020. In relation to the number of 
employees, this corresponds to a drop of 1.2% in this 
indicator. More than 10% of the electrical energy used 
within the Group in 2020 was of renewable origin 
(photovoltaic). By comparison, the total photovoltaic 
energy production is approximately double the power 
consumption of the Shanghai site.
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Occupational accidents
lost hours per employee

Water consumption
m3 per person
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30
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The efforts made to prevent occupational accidents at 
the Group’s various sites have made it possible to 
reduce their number by 8%, while the volume of hours 
lost increased by around 10% during the same period. 
The Mex site mainly contributes to the progress of  
this indicator. In fact, despite a drop of more than 18% 
in accidents, the number of lost hours they caused 
increased by 25% at this site. These figures confirm 
the difficulty of acting on the consequences of an 
accident. We will continue our efforts to reduce their 
number through the implementation of appropriate 
and effective prevention measures.

The Covid-19 pandemic also had the effect of 
reducing the Group’s total water consumption by 
11%. Compared to the number of employees,  
this indicator fell by more than 4% in 2020. In Mex, 
18.5% of the water consumed comes from the 
rainwater that the site collects for use in its sanitary 
facilities and for industrial purposes.

Certain statements in the sustainable development report, including but not limited to those regarding expectations for general economic development 
and the market situation, expectations for customer industry profitability and investment willingness, expectations for Company growth, development and 
profitability and the realization of synergy benefits and cost savings, and statements preceded by “expects”, “estimates”, “forecasts” or similar expressions, 
are forward-looking statements. These statements are based on current decisions and plans as well as on currently known factors. They involve known 
and unknown risks and uncertainties which may cause the actual results to materially differ from the results currently expected by the Company. Potential 
risks and uncertainties include such factors as general economic conditions, foreign exchange rate fluctuations and interest rate fluctuations, competitive 
product and pricing pressures, the Company’s operating conditions, and regulatory developments.
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ˍ Empowering 
the future

What can we 
do together?

Bobst Group SA
P.O. Box
CH-1001 Lausanne
Switzerland
Tel.   +41 21 621 21 11
Fax  +41 21 621 20 70
www.bobst.com

Investor relations
Tel.   +41 21 621 25 60
Fax  +41 21 621 20 69
E-mail: investors@bobst.com

Security symbols
SIX SWISS EXCHANGE: BOBNN or 1268465
ISIN: CH0012684657
SIX Telekurs: BOBNN,4 or 1268465,4
Bloomberg: BOBNN SW
Reuters: BOBNN.S

Disclosure of shareholdings
Bobst Group SA
Share Register
P.O. Box
CH-1001 Lausanne
Switzerland
Fax  +41 21 621 20 37
E-mail: shareholders@bobst.com

Website links
investors.bobst.com/documents – to reach the 
Articles of association of Bobst Group SA, the Organization 
regulations of Bobst Group SA, the worldwide Code  
of employee and business conduct, the Charter of Bobst 
Group policy with regard to health, safety at work and 
environmental protection.
investors.bobst.com/publications – to reach the annual 
report, annual profiles and sustainable development reports 
of Bobst Group SA.
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https://twitter.com/BOBSTglobal
https://www.youtube.com/user/BobstGroup
https://apps.apple.com/it/app/bobst-corporate/id614691542?l=en
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=ch.nsgroup.bobstcorporate
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